*  Dof.  Doo.  Ik2k 
(Confidential) 

An  Sxtroct  from  *The  Annuel  Report  of 
the  Official  Business  for  the  Year  1936" 
Published  on  December  li  1936 f  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Europoo-Asiatic  Affairs, 
Foreign  Office. 


The  Proaross  ol  the  Preliminary 
Conversations  for  a  Japonase-Dutch 
Anti-Comintern  Pact. 


With  an  aim  to  conduce  to  the  improvoment  of  the  friendly  correlations 
between  Jepan  and  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  conversations  tvore  made  in  j^oparation 
for  an  anti-Comintern  pact  between  Yamaguchi,  Charge  d* Affairs  of  the  Japanese 
Legation. at  Hague,  and  the  Dutch  Foreign  Minister.  The  outline  of  the  progress 
of  the  conversations  is  reported  as  folloTiSi 

The  Netherlands  possess  a  vast  territory  near  East  Asia.  I/loroovor, 
the  population  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies  includes  many  Chinese.  Such 
being  the  reason,  the  public  opinions  of  the  Netherlands  and  tho  Dutch 
East  Indies  have  always  been  much  sensitive  te  tho  situation  of  affairs 
in  China,  especially  to.  Japan's  attitudes  towards  China.  Meanwhile, 
Japan  has  boon  obliged  to  pay  much  attention  to  tho  trend  of  the  Dutch 
public  opinions. 

Charge  d 'Affairs  Yamaguchi,  in  these  connections,  gave  a  full  illustra¬ 
tion  of  the  present  situation  of  the  Sino-Japanose  relations  on  October  12,  and 
expressed  Japan's  hope  that  the  Dutch  Government  should  be  very  cautious  in  load¬ 
ing  the  public  opinions  rightly.  The  Dutch  Foreign  I4inister  expressed  his 
appreciation  of  the  Japanese  request,  end  said  that  the  Netherlands,  would  make 
ovary  possible  effort  to  meet  it. 

Yamagachi  then  turning  to  the  question  of  tho  defence  against  tho 
Comintern  activities,  pointed  out  thot  Japan's  present  demand  towai-As  China  ncs 
nothing  more  than  a  natural  result  of  tho  Communist  menace  suffered  thoroughly  by 
the  Japanese  Goveriment,  adding  that  he  o/.pooted  the  Dutch  Foreign  Minister  would 
fully  understand  it.  The  Dutch  Foreig'i  iiinister  ansv/ored  that  the  existence  of 
strong  anti-Bolshevist  feelings  in  the  Netherlands  vos  only  a  matter  of  comzaon 
knowledge,  Thich  needed  no  explanation,  end  revealed  thot  tho  Dutch  Government  was 
still  tryins  hard  to  supress  the  Coomunist  movement,  though  it  was  not,  at  present, 
so  furious  as  it  had  been  before. 

Yanaguchi  then  mentioned  his  view  thot  it  was  considered  the  wisest  way 
for  those  nations  having  coumon  interests  in  the  defence  against  the  Cocaounist 
assault  to  act  in  unanimous  co-operation;  whereupon  tho  Dutch  Foreign  Uinistor 
inquired  of  him  to  wh.3t  extent  the  co-operation  could  be  e:q)ected  to  bo  possible. 
Yamaguchi,  in  reply,  pointed  out  the  danger  that  such  co-operation  might  naturally 
load  up  to  the  support  of  a  politicol  system  just  opposite  to  the  Communistic,  or 
might  interest  tho  participant  nations  in  a  political  block,  and  revealed  his  view 
that  the  scope  of  tho  co-oporotion  should  properly  be  limited  within  tho  countor- 
propagonda  against  tho  'Communist  campaign  end  the  exchange  of  informations  concern¬ 
ing  Communist  ootivities. 

The  Dutch  Foreign  Minister  seemed  to  take  an  active  interest  in  tho 
proposal,  saying  that  it  would  be  favourable  if  the  Netherlands  could  exchai^^o 
informations  with  Japan  in  connection  with  the  Red  movement  in  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  at  least. 
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On  October  24*  twolvo  doj'S  aftor  the  previous  meeting*  Yamasuchi 
visited  the  Dutch  Foroign  lAinister  to  talk  over  the  matter  again*  The  Dutch 
Foreign  Minister  apparently  had  an  intention  to  limit  the  scope  of  co-operation 
solely  ffithiil  the  Dutch  Sast  Indian  alfairs.  YBipagu<^i  took  the  position  that 
the  heme  oouniiy  of  the  Nothorlonds  also  should  bo  included*  and  in  reply  to  the 
Dutch  Foreign  Minister's  in<^uiry  about  the  ground  of -his  clolm*  pointed  oUt  that 
there  was  a  powerful  propagnndic  machinery  of-'the  Comintern- in- ^mstordei&i  which 
hod  an  impoirtont  effect  on  the  drift  of  argument  condorning  JapOn  appdaring  on 
the  Dutch  papers*  requesting  him  to  think  over  the  matter  again* 

On  the  following  day*  Ootobor  25*  •  the  Chief  of  tho 

Bureau  of  the  East  /tsiatic  ilffairs  of  tho  Dutch  East  Indian  Oovommsht  idio  was 
Just  in  Hague  on  furlough*  visited  Yemaguohi*  He  revedlod  to  the'Japohosb  Chcirge 
d'i^faira  tho  policy  of  the  Dutch  East  Indian  Government  to  oppress  not  only  the 
Coomunist  activities  but  also  any  othor  kind  of  political  movement  which  was 
considered  harmful  to  tho  public  order  in  the  Dutch  colonies  and  .her  diplomatic 
relations  with  othor  nations*  end  suggested -to  expand  tho  scope  of  the  co¬ 
operation  so  as  to  Include  the  prohibition  of  oil  other  kindq  of  harmfxil  po^tidol 
movainent*  But,  after  oil,  ho  lodged  no  objection  to  tho  necessity'of  tho  ox- 
change  of  information  end  opinions  regording  tho  suppression  of  the  Bolshevik 
movement •  .  -  ■  ■ 

/tfter  the  proclamation  of  the  Japanese-German  yinti-Comlntern  Pact, 
however,  the  Netherlands  appeared  too  much  prudent  to  conclude  tho  pact  in 
question*  It  wos  likely  that  the  rumour  then  abroad  of  a  JaponeseKrorm'an 
military  alliance  against  tho  Soviot  Union  v/as  pertly  tho  reason  of  hor 
hesitation*  *  ’ 

The  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Political  itffairs  of  the  Dutch 
Foroign  Office*  then*  declared  to  Ycmoguchi  that  Ihe  Nethorlands  hod  no  intontioi^ 
to  conclude  an  onti-Cemintem  pact,  which  is  prone  to  dovolop  into  some  form  of 
political  coalition*  Yet  he  expressed,  at  the  same  time,-  the  desire  on  the  port . 
of  tho  Nethorlands  to  open  the  exchange  of  informotlon  os  regards  individual 
cases*  both  in  iisia  and  in  Eiurope*  on  the  principle  of  reciprocity,  between  the 
competent  offices  of  Japan  ond  the  Netherlonds  respectively,  through  free  contcc^ 
with  each  other,  with  tho  opprovol  of  tho  Dutch  Eost  Indian  Govorzunont*'  Ho 
further  enqthosizod  the  point  thot  tho  scopo  of  the  co-operotion  should  cover 
tho  suppression  of  those  elements  who  act  in  defionco  of  the  constitution* 

Hie  Joponeso  Government,  with  full  oppreciotion  of  the  Netherlands' 
stondpoint,  is- now  watching  dovelopments  calmly*  • 
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CBRTiriCAT* 
ai’iTBlENT  OF  SOURCB  iND  UmifflTTICITY  • 


I.  HAYiari*  Keoru,  Chief  of  the  ilrehives  Section,  Japanese  Foreign 
Office,  hereby  certify  that  the  document  hereto  attached  in  Japanese 
consisting  of  5  pages  and  entitled  "Preliminary  Interview  Concerning  an 
^ti-Conmintorn  ^reement  between  Japan  . and  Holland,  October  12,.  1936* 

^  is  exact  and_  true  copy  of  an  official  document  pf  the  Japanpso  Foreign 
Office, 

,•  Certified  at  Tokyo, 
on  this.  23rd  day  of  January  1947* 

/a/  IC.  Hayashi _ 

Signature  of  Official 

Witness 1  /s/  Nagaharu  Odo 
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